
Office of Multicultural Affairs 

900 Arkadelphia Road  

Box 549014 

Birmingham, Alabama 35254  

 

Phone    205-226-4733 

Fax    205-226-3084 

 

E-mail    ebrown@bsc.edu  

Website   www.bsc.edu  

 

Multicultural Advisory Committee (MAC) Film 

Series 

 

¶ February 4 

Film and Discussion: Madea Goes to Jail  (play version)  

7:30 pm, Loft, Sponsored by Black Student Union  

 

¶ February 15 

Film and Discussion: Tal Como Somos: The Latino LGBT Community  

7 pm, Norton Theater, CEIS, sponsored by Allies  & FOLA  

 

¶ February 18 

Film and Discussion: Hip-Hop: Beyond Beats & Rhymes  

7 pm, Norton Theater, CEIS, Sponsored by Black Student Union  

 

¶ March 1  

Film and Discussion: i tõs  Elementary: Talking about Gay Issues in 

Schools & Itõs Still Elementary.  

7 pm, Norton Theater, CEIS, Sponsored by Allies  

 

¶ March 24  

Film and Discussion: Minority Health  

 7 pm, Norton Theater, CEIS, Sponsored by Black Student Union  
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For more events, check out 

the Multicultural Advisory 

Committee Calendar online. 

It can be found on the Office 

of Multicultural Affairs link on 

the BSC  website. 

About the  

Office Of   

Multicultural  

Affairs  

 

The Office of             

Multicultural Affairs 

provides intentional 

learning experiences 

that educate and  

support students in 

the various stages of 

their own identity  

development as it 

pertains to a variety 

of world views. We 

also strive to establish 

and support  

programs that affirm 

the diversity of the 

campus community 

in its many forms by 

embracing a broad  

definition of culture to 

include world views 

formed by race,        

ethnicity, gender,     

national origin,  

abilities, sexual  

orientation, and        

religion.  

Godõs Anointed SongbirdñMrs. Valerie R. Harris 

òI want God to be pleased with the investment  

that He made in me and draw others to Him,  

not me, in the process.ó  - Valerie R. Harris 

 

One of the most notable pioneers of choral conducting in 

the Alabama region is Valerie R. Harris. Her strong ability 

to combine both musical education and gospel music 

has helped to set worshipping God through music back 

in its rightful place. The majority of musicians that  

empower the sound of gospel in the industry has got the 

òchurch houseó sound on lock. However, the sound of 

spiritual habitation that exudes from her hands and voice 

reigns with the authority of the kingdom of God. It is that 

same sound that she strives to have her students  

proliferate. 

 

Born Valerie Renee Reese, the second of five children in 

Selma, Alabama, to civil rights activist and pastor  

Frederick D. & Alline Reese, she began to recognize the 

power of Godõs presence in music.  Valerie began her 

pursuit of Godõs presence through music at the early age 

of six by taking piano lessons. She wanted to play like a 

young lady at her church named Majorie Harris, no  

relation. Marjorieõs style was so clean and bright on the 

keys that it made Valerie request to be taught by the 

areaõs most valuable pianist, Ms. Dinkins. What at first 

seemed like a mistake turned Valerie into one of the 

most sought after accompanist in the region. Valerie, 

pursued higher education and excelled in classical piano 

at the University of Montevallo, where she was quickly 

recognized and offered an accompanist position after 

graduation.  From there, her reputation proved amiable 

to accompany Tuskegee University, Alabama A&M  

University, The Altamonte School, and thrust her into 

broader venues with the Alabama Symphony Orchestra 

and others in which she has travelled overseas to Africa.  

As an ordained elder and minister of music for over 22 

years, she has conducted some of the best gospel and 

classical choirs in the United States. 

 

Her distinct sound was evident and appealing to her first 

love ògospeló and record labels began hiring her in the 

area of choir vocalization/band direction for recordings. 

Requests for assistance poured in from Judy Jacobs, 

Juanita Bynum and Jonathan Butler, Dr. Henry Panion, 

Joseph Garlington, Joe Pace and a host of  

Contemporary Christian heavyweights. As a master 

class instructor for over a decade with the International 

Worship Institute in Texas, Valerie has worked side by 

side with Paul Baloche, Morris Chapman, and David 

Baroni to set a new standard in the fundamentals of 

worship. Few musicians have the ability to cross genres 

with such ease but even fewer are able to maintain a 

place in both gospel & contemporary christian music 

successfully. Valerie has released two independent 

instrumental CDõs entitled, òWorshipping Handsó & 

òMoments of Meditation.ó Her newly recorded CD, 

òIntimate Worshipó on an independent label, Prophecy 

House, is headed to debut in 2010, which will cover a 

variety of musical styles dedicated to restoring the  

presence of God amongst all genres. 

 

Recently, she was appointed as the gospel choir director 

of Birmingham Southern One-A-Chord Gospel Choir.  As 

always, she enjoys the opportunity to travel near and far 

to work with churches and academies building music 

education programs and enhancing their worship  

experiences. The BSC One-A-Chord Gospel Choir was 

founded in 2000 by Birmingham-Southern alum Antoine 

Andrews: he served as the director for 8 years,  
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About  

Perspectives 

 

òPerspectivesó is a  

newsletter designed to 

provide the campus  

community with  

informative up-to-date 

information about recent 

events; community news; 

and new initiatives and 

opportunities available to 

students, faculty, and staff. 

It also serves as an outlet 

for the campus community 

to voice their opinions  

and ideas on a variety of 

multicultural topics.  

 

Submissions are accepted 

throughout the year for fall 

and spring. Please send 

information to 

ebrown@bsc.edu. 



February is Black History Month 

February 2, 2010  

Opening: Elaine S. Jackson  

 

The Black Student Union has 

asked Mrs. Elaine S. Jackson, 

President of Birmingham Urban 

League, to speak in relation to 

the theme for this Black History 

Month òThe History of Black 

Economic Empowermentó in 

which her speech would  

examine the many struggles 

African Americans have  

confronted to gain economic 

empowerment and the current 

economic climate in the  

Birmingham community.  

 

Norton Theatre, Common Hour, 

CEIS 

 

February 4, 2010  

Discussion: Who is Madea: A 

Cultural and Contextual Analysis 

of Madea Through Film  

 

The Black Student Union will be 

hosting a viewing of the play 

version Madea Goes to Jail ,  

followed by a roundtable  

discussion of the role of Madea, 

as well as whether the portrayal 

of Madea by Tyler Perry is a 

negative or positive image for 

the African American  

community.  

The Loft, 7:30 pm  

February 11, 2010 

BHM Health Fair 

 

To bring attention to many  

diseases that affect African 

Americans statistically more 

than European Americans, the 

Black Student Union is        

sponsoring a health fair. Tests to 

be offered are: full STI/AIDS 

testing, blood glucose, blood 

pressure, cholesterol, sun 

screening, and body              

composition (BMI). The         

Jefferson Country Health  

Department and Tracy Webster 

are providing the tests. 

Throughout the second floor of 

Norton leading into the SGA 

room where testing will occur, 

several posters will be displayed 

with information about medical 

issues such as high blood  

pressure, sickle cell anemia, 

obesity, high cholesterol, sun 

damage, STIs, etc. BSCõs  

pre-med students will be  

manning the tables and  

performing many of the tests at 

the health fair.  

 

SGA room and second floor of 

Norton, 11 am ð 2 pm 

 

February 16, 2010  

Education: Barbara S. Allen  

 

The Black Student Union has 

asked Mrs. Barbara S. Allen, 

interim Birmingham City 

Schools Superintendent to 

speak in relation to the theme 

for this Black History Month 

òThe History of Black Economic 

Empowermentó, specifically 

about her experiences with how 

economics has affected the  

education system, students and 

schools alike, while working 

with Birmingham City Schoolõs 

Board of Education for many 

years. 

 

Norton Theatre, Common Hour, 

CEIS 

 

February 18, 2010  

Film and Discussion: Hip-Hop: 

Beyond the Beats and Rhymes  

 

The Black Student Union will be 

hosting a viewing of Hip-Hop: 

Beyond the Beats and Rhymes  

followed by a discussion on the 

film and the issue of  

hyper -masculinity, homophobia, 

and sexism.  

 

Norton Theatre, 7 pm, CEIS  

 

February 22, 2010  

Night in the Chapel  

 

Join the Black Student Union 

during at a night in the chapel 

with guest pastor Mario Cooper 

from the Impact Center Church 

in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, the 

One-A-Chord Gospel Choir, and 

several performances and  

selections from several BSC 

students.  

 

Yielding Chapel, 7 pm  

 

February 23, 2010  

Free Food for Thought  

 

The Black Student Union will 

offer a roundtable discussion on 

parts of the documentary Black 

in America ð II.  Clips of the 

documentary will be shown  

before each piece of the        

discussion. Food will be  

provided for all participants.  

The Loft, 7 pm  

 

February 25, 2010  

Closing Celebration  

 

The Black Student Union will 

host a time of celebration in 

place of the annual Closing 

Ceremony. Enjoy food, music, 

and good fellowship during the 

celebration as we close out the 

2010 BHM program.  

 

Norton Great Hall, 8 ð 12 pm 

Educating the campus community about 

African American culture and issues  

Sponsored by the Black Student Union 

 

Apply to be the 

Southern Diversity 

Delegate 

 

Applications for the 2010-11 

Southern Diversity Delegate 

will be available beginning 

Monday, February 22, 2010. 

The Southern Diversity  

Delegate (SDD) serves as the  

primary student spokesperson 

for the Office of Multicultural 

Affairs on issues of diversity. 

This person works  

cooperatively with the office of 

Multicultural Affairs to sponsor 

cultural programs, promote 

community building, and  

facilitate cross-cultural  

understanding.  

 

The Southern Diversity  

Delegate: 

 

¶ Serves as chair of the  

Multicultural Advisory  

Committee  

¶ Assists in the  

coordination of Diversity 

Week 

¶ Coordinates the Free Food 

For Thought Series 

¶ Regularly participates in 

multicultural programming 

 

The Southern Diversity  

Delegate will receive the  

following:  

 

¶ $250 Scholarship  

 

¶ A photo spread in the  

yearbook 

 

¶ A program budget 

 

Applications are available in 

the Office of Student Affairs. 

Application deadline is  

Friday, March 12, 2010. 

 

Past SDDõs: 

Webster Slater (09-10) 

Buddy Permenter (08-09) 

Tanesha Williams (07-08) 

Victoria Myers (06-07) 

 

Visit the  

Multicultural 

Library 

 

The Multicultural Resource Library 

is a collection of books,  

periodicals, and DVDs that  

address issues of multiculturalism 

and diversity. The collection is 

available to students, faculty, and 

staff, and may be checked out at 

the BSC Library. All materials are 

listed in the online library  

catalog and on the Office of  

Multicultural Affairs website.  

 

http://www.bsc.edu/campus/

studentaffairs/multicultural/

library.htm. 

The Office of Multicultural 

Affairs is proud to present an 

òeye openingó diversity  

program called The Tunnel of 

Oppression, which is a type of 

museum made up of         

individual rooms that depict 

or describe various types of 

oppression.  

 

On March 29
th
 and 30

th
 tours 

will begin at 4 p.m., with a 

new tour beginning every 30 

minutes. Also, throughout the 

day, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

on March 30, the tunnel will 

be open for non -guided tours. 

Sign-upõs to take the tour will 

being on Monday, March 22, 

in the Office of Student  

Affairs.  

 

 

This is your time to see 

through the eyes of others: 

people coming from different 

educational backgrounds, 

dealing with issues  

surrounding sexual  

orientation, religious  

oppression, genocide, human 

slave trafficking, learning and 

physical disabilities,      

stereotypes/racism, eating 

disorders, international,    

educational oppression, and 

oppression through words.  

 

We hope that you will seize 

this opportunity to tour the 

Tunnel of Oppression as we 

bring attention to the multiple 

ways that oppression still 

persists in modern day  

society.  

Special Events 

Tunnel of Oppression 

Tunnel of Oppression  

Norton Campus Center  

3rd FloorñBruno Great Hall  

March 29ñ30, 2010 

4ñ8 pm 

Tyler Perryõs Madeaõs Big 

Happy Family  

 

Saturday, March 27, 3 pm  

BJCC Arena, CEIS 

 

"There is nothing like a live  

performance and if you've 

never seen a Madea play, then 

you haven't seen Madea at all," 

stated Tyler Perry on his  

website about the show. "It's 

been 5 years since I've been on 

the road and the timing just 

happened to fall right into 

place. I needed to get away 

from Hollywood for a  

second...clear my head. There 

is no better way to do that than 

to come out and see your faces 

and be reminded of where this 

all started."  

 

Perry is leaving Hollywood this 

spring to bring Mabel "Madea" 

Simmons back to the live stage. 

Madea, a stern but fair grand-

mother, is taking the live  

audience into her living room to 

experience her Big Happy  

Family. She is not known for 

kindness or a sweet  

grandma -heart but will pick a 

fight with anyone who crosses 

her path. Madea can be  

recognized for her starring roles 

in blockbuster films such as 

Diary of a Mad Black Woman  

and Meet the Browns . Madea's 

last live stage appearance was 

when Perry went to the  

slammer in "Madea goes to 

Jail". 

 

Co-sponsored with Quest II  

  

Peking Acrobats  

 

Sunday, March 27, 3 pm  

Alys Stephens Center, Jemison 

Concert Hall  

A spectacular feat of talent, 

costumes, and imagination! 

Hailing from the Peopleõs  

Republic of China, The Peking 

Acrobats are diplomats of their 

spirited culture. Since 1958, this 

elite group has toured the world 

over ð including a sold -out stop 

at the ASC four seasons ago - 

leaving audiences spellbound 

by their grace and athleticism. 

Carefully selected from the  

finest acrobat schools in China, 

these gymnasts, jugglers,  

cyclists and tumblers transform 

2000-year-old athletic  

disciplines into an all -ages  

kaleidoscope of entertainment 

and wonder.  

  

Sign-up in Student Affairs  

beginning March 22, 2010.  

February/March 

Events: 

February 

¶ 4 - Global Gathering Meeting 

 5 pm, Loft 

¶ 7 - MAC Meeting 

 4 pm, Loft 

¶ 10 - AAIC Movie Night 

 6 pm, Loft 

¶ 12 - Allies Condom Day 

 11ñ2 pm, Atrium 

¶ 20 - Allies Conference 

 2:30ñ8 pm, Norton 

¶ 21 - MAC Meeting 

 4 pm, Loft 

March 

¶ 4 - Global Gathering Meeting 

 5 pm, Loft 

¶ 7 - MAC Meeting 

 4 pm, Loft  

¶ 10 - AAIC Movie Night 

 6 pm, Loft  

¶ 21 - MAC Meeting 

 4 pm, Loft 


