Birmingham-Southern College Campus Police

Safety Tips for Robbery Prevention

[image: image1.png]



This subject matter refers to either armed or strong-arm robbery (not premise burglary). 

· Be aware of your surroundings at all times. An alert person can avoid or prevent situations in many cases.
· Be cautious when you are in parking lots. Criminals are observant and may be watching you. You are at your most venerable when you in the process of walking to your vehicle and when you are exiting your vehicle. You are distracted. This makes you an easy target. Please pay attention.
· Cell phones can cause people to focus more on conversation than their surroundings. Do not be a victim. 
· Avoid late-night use of ATMs. Most college students who become robbery victims do so at a late hour, in front of a walkup or drive-up ATM. 
· Our campus has an in-house ATM located in the Norton Circle Lobby. Use it, rather than an off-campus one. 
· If you must use an off-campus ATM, go during daylight hours to one that is preferably inside a store. Never use lonely outside ATMs at night. If using and outside ATM, look around before driving up to the machine. Take note of vehicles or persons lurking around nearby. If you sense danger, go to another machine. 
· Avoid entertainment places and/or food/beverage establishments that are located in high crime areas. 
· Do not flash large amounts of cash, nor wear ostentatious jewelry. 
· Carry only your main credit card (not a wallet full). 
· Keep car doors locked when driving. Do not pick up hitchhikers, and be leery of offering roadside assistance. 
· If confronted by a robber, it is best not to attempt resistance. Your life is more valuable than your money. However, do not under duress enter and leave in anyone's vehicle. It is better to make a stand at the initial place of contact. Statistically you will fare better there, than being taken away. 
Like the BSC Campus Police on Facebook.
