
SP 333 Spanish Across the Curriculum ( ¼ Unit) 
Spanish Component for General Chemistry II (CH 122) 

Spring 2009 
Mondays 3:30-4:30   Library 

 
Instructors:  Laura Stultz  Charlotte Ford 
   SSC 340  Library 
   lstultz@bsc.edu cford@bsc.edu 
   x 4877   x 4749     
 
Prerequisites:   SN 220 and CH 122 (students may be currently enrolled in CH 122) 
 
Course Goals and Content:  In the Spanish component for General Chemistry II, 
students will meet for one-hour each week to discuss in Spanish, concepts that have been 
presented in the English portion of the course.  The focus of the discussions will be the 
applications of chemistry and their impact on Latin America.  The goals of the course 
include: 
 Improved reading, writing, and conversational skills in Spanish. 
 A greater understanding of the relevance of chemistry and its applications 
 A fundamental knowledge of scientific terminology in Spanish 
 An appreciation of the importance of  science and its relevance to Latin America  

 
Course Organization and Topics (subject to revision) 
 
Week 1:  Goals of course; Resources in Spanish and search engines; How chemistry is 
studied in Latin America: commonalities and differences. 
 
Week 2:  History of chemistry in Latin America 
 
Week 3:  The chemistry of mining 
 
Week 4:  Water – contaminants and purification 
 
Week 5:  Petrochemicals and their purification 
 
Week 6: Alternative forms of energy and their use in Latin America 
 
Week 7:  Global warming and its potential impact on the environment 
 
Week 8:  Ozone and its role in the atmosphere; Causes and effects of the hole in the 
ozone layer 
 
Week 9:  Acid rain and other effects of air pollution 
 
Week 10: Chemistry of the War on Drugs 
 
Week 11:  Biochemistry and pharmaceuticals 
 
Week 12:  Future directions in chemistry; Final wrap-up 



 
Students will be given a reading assignment in Spanish for each class period and a study 
guide to complete before class.  The study guide will help you focus your reading on the 
most relevant portions of the assignment and help you formulate ideas for class 
discussion.  The study guide should be completed in Spanish and will be turned in at the 
end of the class period.  Students should find one additional article in Spanish on the 
topic we will be discussing and write a brief summary of its important points.  Articles 
should be written in Spanish and not be translations of articles originally written in 
English.  Ideally they are written with a Latin American perspective on the topic.  The 
Blackboard site for the course will have many great links to on-line resources in Spanish 
to help you find relevant articles.   
 
Criteria for Evaluation:  Although the use of proper grammar in Spanish will be 
encouraged, your grade will be based on your level of participation in the class discussion 
and your level of engagement with the material. 
 
Students receiving a grade of A will have: 

 Contributions to class discussion that are excellent and frequent. 
 Contributions that reveal a careful reading and profound understanding of course 

materials and the issues being considered. 
 Contributions that analyze and interpret the material to bring new insights into 

the topics being discussed. 
 Participation (commentaries, questions, encouraging classmates to participate) 

that helps all members of the class to function well as a group. 
 Complete and well thought-out responses on the study guide. 
 Excellent attendance (no more than one absence). 
 

Students receiving a grade of B will have: 
 Contributions to the class discussion that are good and consistent. 
 Contributions that reveal a less careful reading and understanding of the course 

materials and a less complete understanding of the issues being discussed. 
 Contributions that are less analytical and interpretive and consist mostly of the 

communication of concrete information. 
 Participation that demonstrates less interaction with classmates and less capacity 

to motivate others to participate. 
 Study guides that are completed, but whose responses are directly from the 

reading without much insight to the material. 
 Good attendance (no more than two absences) 

 
Students receiving a grade of C-F will have: 

 Little participation in class discussion and irregular preparation 
 Contributions that are infrequent or reveal an incomplete understanding of the 

material 
 Incomplete study guides 
 Poor attendance  



 
Each week you will get written feedback on your study guides.  You will also be given a 
midterm assessment so that you can determine your strengths and weaknesses in the 
course.  Since so much of the course grade depends on class discussion and participation, 
regular attendance is critical to performing well in the course.  The course meets only one 
time each week, so each class missed represents a significant portion of the material 
being covered. 
  
Honor Code 
 The Honor Code is an important part of Birmingham-Southern's academic culture.  
In this course you will be using many outside materials and it is important that they are 
properly referenced.  It is expected that you will do your own research for articles and 
that your answers on the study guides are completed independently.  You may use any 
textbooks or dictionaries to help you with your assignments.  It is also acceptable to 
discuss course materials and readings with classmates or instructors, but the final answers 
you turn in on the study guides should reflect your understanding of the material and 
should not be copied directly from another source.  If you are found guilty by the Honor 
Council for violating the Honor Code for work in this class, you will receive a failing 
grade in the course. 
 


